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In 1940, Phoenix was a small, agricultural city of sixty-five thousand, and the Navajo Reservation was an
open landscape of scattered sheepherders. Forty years later, Phoenix had blossomed into a metropolis of 1.5
million people and the territory of the Navajo Nation was home to two of the largest strip mines in the world.
Five coal-burning power plants surrounded the reservation, generating electricity for export to Phoenix, Los
Angeles, and other cities. Exploring the postwar developments of these two very different landscapes, Power
Lines tells the story of the far-reaching environmental and social inequalities of metropolitan growth, and the
roots of the contemporary coal-fueled climate change crisis.

Andrew Needham explains how inexpensive electricity became a requirement for modern life in
Phoenix—driving assembly lines and cooling the oppressive heat. Navajo officials initially hoped energy
development would improve their lands too, but as ash piles marked their landscape, air pollution filled the
skies, and almost half of Navajo households remained without electricity, many Navajos came to view power
lines as a sign of their subordination in the Southwest. Drawing together urban, environmental, and
American Indian history, Needham demonstrates how power lines created unequal connections between
distant landscapes and how environmental changes associated with suburbanization reached far beyond the
metropolitan frontier. Needham also offers a new account of postwar inequality, arguing that residents of the
metropolitan periphery suffered similar patterns of marginalization as those faced in America’s inner cities.

Telling how coal from Indian lands became the fuel of modernity in the Southwest, Power Lines explores the
dramatic effects that this energy system has had on the people and environment of the region.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Silva:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Power Lines: Phoenix and the Making of the Modern
Southwest (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). Try to face the book Power Lines: Phoenix
and the Making of the Modern Southwest (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) as your good
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Tara Gamboa:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can do
in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Power Lines: Phoenix and the Making of the Modern
Southwest (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) to read.

Allen Barnett:

This Power Lines: Phoenix and the Making of the Modern Southwest (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Power Lines: Phoenix and the Making of the Modern Southwest (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Power Lines: Phoenix and the Making of the Modern
Southwest (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Christine Brooks:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Power Lines: Phoenix and the
Making of the Modern Southwest (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) publication written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all



read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still doubt Power Lines: Phoenix and the Making of the Modern Southwest
(Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.
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