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Slavery, segregation, abortion, workers' rights, the power of the courts. These issues have been at the heart of
the greatest constitutional controversies in American history. And in this concise and thought-provoking
volume, some of today's most distinguished legal scholars and commentators explain for a general audience
how five landmark Supreme Court cases centered on those controversies shaped the country's destiny and
continue to affect us even now. The book is a profound exploration of the Supreme Court's importance to
America's social and political life. It is also, as many of the contributors show, an intriguing reflection of
what some have seen as an important trend in legal scholarship away from an uncritical belief in the
essentially benign nature of judicial power.

Robert George opens with an illuminating survey of the themes that unite and divide the five cases. Other
contributors then examine each case in detail through a lively commentary-and-response format. Mark
Tushnet and Jeremy Waldron exchange views on Marbury v. Madison, the pivotal 1803 case that established
the power of the courts to invalidate legislation. Cass Sunstein and James McPherson discuss Dred Scott v.
Sandford (1857), the notorious case that confirmed the rights of slaveowners, declared that black people
could not be American citizens, and is often seen as a cause of the Civil War. Hadley Arkes and Donald
Drakeman explore the legacy of Lochner v. New York (1905), a case that ushered in decades of judicial
hostility to social welfare laws. Earl Maltz and Walter Murphy assess Brown v. Topeka Board of Education
(1954), the famous case that ended racial segregation in public schools. Finally, Jean Bethke Elshtain and
George Will tackle Roe v. Wade (1973), still a flashpoint a quarter of a century later in the debate over
abortion. While some of the contributors show sympathy for strong judicial interventions on social issues,
many across the ideological spectrum are sharply critical of judicial activism.

A compelling introduction to the greatest cases in U.S. constitutional law, this is also an enlightening
glimpse of the state of the art in American legal scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Campbell:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Great Cases in Constitutional
Law book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

David Lucero:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Great Cases in Constitutional Law why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Lucas Florio:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Great Cases in Constitutional Law or even others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Great Cases in
Constitutional Law to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Amy Joshi:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary
for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their passion. They
just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this Great Cases in Constitutional Law can make you feel more interested to read.
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