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In an age of minimalists, Eileen Pollack is a writer of rare generosity. The women and men in The Rabbi in
the Attic are complex, vivid people to whom something happens. Their stories take place in small towns in
the Catskills, a laboratory of mutant mice in nowhere Tennessee, the backwoods of New Hampshire, the
“City of Five Smells” in America’s heartland—worlds rendered with such love and intensity that the
simplest objects seem magical. Many of the narrators look back on their pasts. But don’t expect to be lulled
by nostalgia. Expect to laugh. To be jolted. And to be moved.
 
Like most of us, these characters are struggling to understand what they have gained and lost by abandoning
the passions and moral certainties of youth. As the narrator of the first story discovers when “barbarian” rock
fans invade her town, it can be terrifying to be knocked from the “tiny fixed orbit” of conventional life. But
if a person can stretch her imagination far enough, she might also be able to glimpse an “elsewhere” beyond
the boundaries of ordinary human limitations.
 
This battle between the real and ideal is taken to mythic heights in the title novella, in which a novice rabbi
must try to evict her Orthodox predecessor from the house provided by her prickly congregation. Only when
she tempers her enthusiasm for the new ways with compassion for those who follow the old ways can Rabbi
Bloomgarten begin to care for their souls.
 
Eileen Pollack writes from a Jewish point of view, but her subject is the search for principles that we must all
undertake in a world in which religious truths are no longer handed down from parent to child.
 
Just as one of her characters decides to become a “value assessor,” the author herself helps us to sort through
the jumble of objects, ideas, and memories in our own attics. In doing so, she appeals to our minds and our
hearts. Her characters teach us that imagination and empathy are our best hope if we are to understand—and
perhaps transcend—the pain in our world. Her language is lyrical, rhythmic, and lush. The images in her
stories—a chef’s severed hand, a plummeting air conditioner, a village sunk beneath a reservoir—will stay in
your mind long after you have finished her book.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Bolinger:

The book The Rabbi in the Attic: And Other Stories give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Rabbi in the
Attic: And Other Stories to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and
read a reserve The Rabbi in the Attic: And Other Stories. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Cynthia Gomez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
particular reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But
also they write about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this
world always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their
book. One of them is this The Rabbi in the Attic: And Other Stories.

Heather Lanham:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Rabbi in the Attic: And
Other Stories can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Ricardo Donaldson:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list is The Rabbi in the Attic: And Other Stories. This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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