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An Ordered Love is the first detailed study of sex roles in the utopian communities that proposed alternatives
to monogamous marriage: The Shakers (1779-1890), the Mormons (1843-90), and the Oneida Community
(1848-79).

The lives of men and women changed substantially when they joined one of the utopian communities. Louis
J. Kern challenges the commonly held belief that Mormon polygamy was uniformly downgrading to women
and that Oneida pantagamy and Shaker celibacy were liberating for them. Rather, Kern asserts that changes
in sexual behavior and roles for women occurred in ideological environments that assumed women were
inferior and needed male guidance. An elemental distrust of women denied the Victorian belief in their moral
superiority, attacked the sanctity of the maternal role, and institutionalized the dominance of men over
women.

These utopias accepted the revolutionary idea that the pleasure bond was the essence of marriage. They
provided their members with a highly developed theological and ideological position that helped them cope
with the ambiguities and anxieties they felt during a difficult transitional stage in social mores.

Analysis of the theological doctrines of these communities indicates how pervasive sexual questions were in
the minds of the utopians and how closely they were related to both reform (social perfection) and salvation
(individual perfection). These communities saw sex as the point at which the demands of individual
selfishness and the social requirements of self-sacrifice were in most open conflict. They did not offer their
members sexual license, but rather they established ideals of sexual orderliness and moral stability and
sought to provide a refuge from the rampant sexual anxieties of Victorian culture.

Kern examines the critical importance of considerations of sexuality and sexual behavior in these
communities, recognizing their value as indications of larger social and cultural tensions. Using the insights
of history, psychology, and sociology, he investigates the relationships between the individual and society,
ideology and behavior, and thought and action as expressed in the sexual life of these three communities.
Previously unused manuscript sources on the Oneida Community and Shaker journals and daybooks reveal
interesting and sometimes startling information on sexual behavior and attitudes.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Douglas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled An Ordered Love: Sex Roles and Sexuality in
Victorian Utopias--The Shakers, the Mormons, and the Oneida Community. Try to the actual book An
Ordered Love: Sex Roles and Sexuality in Victorian Utopias--The Shakers, the Mormons, and the Oneida
Community as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Arielle Griffin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this An Ordered Love: Sex
Roles and Sexuality in Victorian Utopias--The Shakers, the Mormons, and the Oneida Community book as
beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jennifer Fields:

The publication with title An Ordered Love: Sex Roles and Sexuality in Victorian Utopias--The Shakers, the
Mormons, and the Oneida Community has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Robin Adams:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be An Ordered Love: Sex Roles and Sexuality in Victorian
Utopias--The Shakers, the Mormons, and the Oneida Community. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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